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Message from the Dean

“Even with the challenges
facing our profession, we are still able
to advance our goals”
t gives me great pleamiss to end this section withsure to once again
out telling you about the
reach out to you at
basement – the most imthe start of an exciting
proved part of our building.
academic year. SeverWe have completely redone
al weeks ago, I had the pleathe basement – technology in
sure of addressing the inthe classrooms, carpeting, artcoming IL class. That sinwork. It looks like the lower
gular event reminds me
level of a high-class hotel.
every year what a special
Please come take a peek.
place SUNY Buffalo Law
We continue to plan
School truly is. We receive
strategically in the face of the
each year among the best
challenges facing the profesand brightest minds for
sion. There is every indicawhom we bear the respontion that the landscape has
sibility of educating lawyers
changed – perhaps forever.
of conscience. This year’s
There are fewer applications
class – 200 strong – is
to law schools, and the job
among the most diverse.
market remains tepid. Like
Even with the challenges
others, we are looking for
facing our profession, we
ways to innovate and create.
are still able to advance our
We will be reaching out to
goals. While challenges reyou in the months and years
Makau W. Mutua, dean of SUNY Buffalo Law School, and
main, SUNY Buffalo Law
ahead for your ideas as we
Hon. John G. Roberts Jr., chief justice of the United States,
School is weathering them
grapple with these issues.
at the Chautauqua Institution.
well.
Finally, we have new excitWe have been in renaissance mode
far raised over $18 million, a figure nev- ing programs such as the two-year J.D.
for the last five years. It is because of
er reached before. I know that with
for foreign-trained lawyers. This proyou that we have been able to do reyour generosity, we will hit the finish
gram – available at only two other
markable things even as economic
line in great form.
schools – is on the cutting edge and the
storms have buffeted us. We have hired
Our physical infrastructure has
first of its kind in New York. It will
17 new faculty since I became dean, and never looked better. Even I marvel
make our Law School more vibrant
are being joined this year by three excel- every time I walk through the first floor. and global. We expect that it will truly
lent additions – Professors Anya BernGov. Andrew Cuomo of New York said take off in a few years. I see great things
stein, Luis Chiesa and Anjana Mato me during one of his several visits to
ahead for us, and want to thank you for
holtra. The three culminate a hiring
the Law School this year – and I quote – all that you do. Go Bulls!
boom that is unprecedented in the his“you’ve turned this place in to a magtory of the school. More than one-third nificent, clean building.” I was walking
of our faculty joined us in the last five
with him from the Francis M. Letro
years. And that is not all. Our CamCourtroom through the first floor to
paign for SUNY Buffalo Law School –
the Charles B. Sears Law Library where
whose goal is $30 million – is now over
he announced the formation of the his60 percent of the way there. We have so toric Moreland Commission to Investigate Public Corruption. I was very
pleased that Gov. Cuomo – who has
graced our Law School several times to
make key pronouncements – noticed
the work that has been done with your
generous support. But I would be re-
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